Page 3

UD Quarterly

SALEM LOAN PROGRAM CREATES JOBS

The City of Salem recently launched an innovative loan
program designed to foster small business growth and
create local jobs - the Fairview Urban Renewal Area (URA)
Small Business Pilot Loan Program. Organic Fresh Fingers,
a Salem-based food processing company that provides local
organic meals to schools and corporate child care facilities,
and Wandering Aengus Ciderworks, a national leader in the
emerging artisan cider industry, are the first companies to
be awarded funds from Salem’s newest loan program.

“The City is happy to welcome Organic Fresh Fingers and
Wandering Aengus Ciderworks to the Fairview Urban
Renewal Area,” said Salem Mayor Anna Peterson. “We
look forward to these companies, and future recipients of
this loan, growing and creating further job opportunities in
Salem.”

Salem’s Fairview URA is located east of the Salem Municipal
Airport and south of Madrona. The Small Business Pilot
Loan Program originated as an innovative approach to

aid qualified local businesses in their expansion efforts,
benefit the residents of Salem, and satisfy the financial
objective of the URA plan. The interest rate, term, and
optional deferred payment are intended to assist businesses
with their expansion transition and give them incentive to
immediately grow new jobs for eligibility for up to 70% loan
forgiveness. As part of the University of Oregon Sustainable
Cities Initiative, Community Planning Workshop graduate
students conducted research and identified specialty food
and beverage manufacturing, among other industries, as a
growing opportunity in Salem.

Organic Fresh Fingers and Wandering Aengus Ciderworks,
are working with Wildwood Inc., a Salem-based sustainable
development company with thirty years experience planning
and developing sustainable projects in Oregon, to expand
their operations through the conversion of an existing
warehouse into an energy efficient commercial kitchen

and Ciderhouse. All three companies are committed to
sustainable practices, creating local jobs, and adding value
to Northwest-grown products.

“As the project planner and developer, we've been
impressed by the collaborative spirit demonstrated between
Organic Fresh Fingers, Wandering Aengus Ciderworks, the
City of Salem, and ourselves. This project will create jobs
while highlighting one of the Willamette Valley’s strengths

-- growing the finest produce in the world and adding value
through expert processing,” said John Miller, President of
Wildwood, Inc.

With the loan from the Urban Renewal Agency of Salem,
Organic Fresh Fingers, Inc. is building a 6,000 square foot
food manufacturing facility located at 4070 Fairview Drive in
Salem. The construction includes converting the building to
“food grade” specifications and the purchase of equipment
to increase production and distribution of the Organic Fresh
Fingers meal program. The company will also install a solar
photovoltaic system, allowing them to utilize a renewable
source of energy for production.

The loan program is enabling Wandering Aengus Ciderworks
to substantially increase its annual cider production to meet
demand for cider in existing markets and open new markets
across the country and internationally. The loan funds are
being used to change an open warehouse space to the most
environmentally and economically sustainable Ciderhouse in
the country.

For more information on the Fairview Pilot Business Loan
Program, please contact Tory Banford at 503-588-6178,
e-mail him at TBanford@cityofsalem.net, or view online at
www.cityofsalem.net/Fairviewloan.
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